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Fr i le special collections now hous- 
ed in the Mary Helen Cochran 
Library’s Rare Book Room are 

a monument to the interest and gener- 
osity of some of the library’s friends in 
the past. These friends have either given 
collections, usually from their own pri- 
vate library, or have added to already 
existing collections so that the holdings 
of the Library have increased in both 
size and value. 


The medallion pictured here can be 
said to be watching over the largest 
collection in the library. This bronze 
medallion of George Meredith is part 
of the gift bequeathed by the late Elmer 
J. Bailey, professor of English at 
Sweet Briar, 1924-28. Dr. Bailey’s will 
left to the Library “. .. all books con- 
nected with Meredith, the famous 
Spicer-Simpson bronze medallion, the 
Jules Reich etching of Meredith, the 
Watts portrait on vellum of Meredith, 
the photographic reproduction of the 
Mnepes portrait etching and of Ros- 
etti’s ‘Mary at the Door of Simon, the 
Pharasee’ which includes a portrait of 
Meredith .. .” This gift included more 
than 400 items, approximately 260 of 
which are books, pamphlets and manu- 
scripts written by Meredith, and ap- 
proximately 153 items about him, his 
life and the times in which he lived. 
Especially rich in first editions (381), 
the earliest of which is Poems, published 
in 1851 by J. W. Parker, London, and 
containing four complete sets of all of 
Meredith’s works, this collection from a 
private library can truly be said to be 
our most significant. 


Dr. Joseph Barker, Chairman of the 
Modern Languages Department dur- 
ing the 1930’s, was able to purchase for 
the Library in 1939 the complete set of 
the first edition of Diderot and D’ Alem- 
bert’s Encyclopedie, ow Dictionnaire 
Raisonne des Sciences, des Arts et des 
Metiers. Dr. Barker, who had selected 
Diderot for his doctoral thesis, was able 
to obtain through contacts the complete 
set for 6000 francs (approximately 
$150.00) ; a comparable set today sells 
for almost $3000. 


Considered the most influential work 
published in the 18th Century, the set 
is used at Sweet Briar in many courses, 
but particularly in the course, The Age 
of Enlightenment in France. Not only 
is it used for the great knowledge con- 
tained therein, but it also serves as an 
excellent demonstration of how the 
philosophes used the cross references to 
disseminate propaganda for the En- 
lightenment. 


Included in the set are twelve vol- 
umes of planches which contain more 
than 3000 plates illustrating every as- 
pect of human activity. 


HE Rare Book Room also houses 

a collection of valuable books 

on anthropology which were 
bequeathed by Dr. Mary Harley, the 
College’s first physician. The nucleus of 
this section is made up of monographs 
by the anthropologist Robert Broom 
(1866-1951) who inscribed many of his 
books to Dr. Harley. Two of the bet- 
ter-known of Mr. Broom’s works are 
“The Mammal-like Reptiles of South 
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(( Africa” (1932) and “The South Afri- 
can Fossil Ape-Man” (1946) by Mr. 
) Broom and Mr. G. W. H. Schepers. 


Miniatures make up another small 
“3 collection. One of the most charming of 


i) the miniatures is the set of Wilham 
ss Shakespeare's plays in 9 volumes which 
(0 was printed by William Pickering, 
oe London, in 1785. 

WW Of course, our oldest friends are the 
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Fletcher and Williams families and 
the collection of books from their pri- 
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() from the fire at Sweet Briar House. 

‘+, 


pats 


BOVE and beyond these above- 
named collections are single 
editions, no less valuable or 

rare, many of which were also donated 
by friends. Some of these books are not 
kept in the Rare Book Room. For ex- 
ample, the Biology Department has, on 
what might be called a permanent loan, 
a few works which become a part of the 
syllabus for the biology student. This 
use of books is an example of the belief 
of Sweet Briar instructors that direct 
contact between the reader and the book 
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Dr. Jane Belcher is one member of 
that Department who makes ready use 
of the Diderot Encyclopedie and such 
books as Georges Cuvier, The Animal 
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se «Kingdom, 4 vols. in 8; Francesco Redi, 
{| Eaperimenta circe generationem insec- 
wats = ‘ 
So torum, and Carl von Linne, Species 
} Plantarium, 6 vols. in 9. In the follow- 
pnd 5 6 7 
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such books can be of value to the under- 
graduate student. 


“O Jehova, quam ampla sunt Tua 
Opera!” Quam sapienter Ea fecisti! 


Quam plena est Terra possessione 
Tua!” 


No textbook ever told me that the 
first words following the introduction of 
Linnaeus’ Systema Naturae would be 
from David, Psalm CIII.24. Though 
familiar with past embroilments of the 
Bible and the Greeks in scientific con- 
troversy, I had no idea that the long 
shadow of these authorities would ap- 
pear in an 18th century, non-controver- 
sial work on the taxonomy of the Plant 
and Animal Kingdoms; no idea, that 
is, until I examined Sweet Briar’s 1788 
edition of the work. Linnaeus, before 
proceding to his classification, tidily 
puts the parts of the universe in their 
proper places and defines his terms; 
under Imperium Naturae we find 
Deum heading the list, followed by 
Mundus, Astra, Elementa; and the 
Elementa are, as you may have guess- 
ed, Ignis, Aer, Aqua, Terra. The Pri- 
mates, not surprisingly, lead the mam- 
mals, and there stands Homo, cheek-by- 
jowl with Simia, along with the admo- 
nition: “Nosce te ipsum.” The same 
juxtaposition of man and apes can be 
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found in our 1834 English translation 
of Cuvier’s Animal Kingdom, yet Buf- 
fon, chronologically sandwiched _ be- 
tween Linnaeus and Cuvier, slyly 
avoided an issue soon to shake the world 
by ingenuously picturing man with his 
domestic animals. Even those students 
with no training in Latin can make 
sense of the order of species descript- 
tions, since they consist largely of nouns 
and adjectives: Homo Sapiens Ameri- 
canus. rufus, cholericus, rectus. Pilis 
nigris. 


The textbook is here to stay. With 
all its faults it can still encapsule, in an 
ingestible form, significant details and 
generalizations from our burgeoning 
knowledge. A textbook in science has a 
half-life of a year or two, yet some of 
the sources which made the textbook 
possible will live as long as earth sup- 
ports intelligence. Man’s inheritance of 
ideas, unlike his plodding mechanism of 
biological inheritance involving genes, 
germ cells and generations, is speedy, 
requiring only speech or writing, ear 
or eye. (McLuhan and multimedia not- 
withstanding). The only legitimate de- 
puties of flesh-and-blood Aristotle, 
Newton and Darwin are their writings. 
In the world of ideas the writings are 
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not deputies, but the essence. This 
world has its own changing, radiating 
life, and here the student can be in 
physical contact with any intellect, past 
or present, in the time it takes to go to 
the stacks — providing the library has 
prepared for him. At the moment he 
examines the title page, centuries may 
evaporate, the succession of middle- 
men (textbooks, teachers, historians, 
critics, viewers, translators) may dis- 
solve, and a new dialogue begins. 


A teacher who has the works of titans 
available can add a dimension to his 
work which is equivalent to adding time 
to space — just by introducing his stu- 
dents to a few books. To paraphrase 
another of the Linnaean quotations 
(with no intent of blasphemy), Magna 
est bibliotheca nostra, et magna est 
potentia eius. Newton, asked by one of 
his contemporaries how he could see so 
far, replied that he had stood on the 
shoulders of giants. With our Diderot, 
our Newton, our Galileo, our Buffon, 
our Linnaeus, we have made a home 
for giants at Sweet Briar; joined by 
others they will live to spark other gen- 
erations, other dialogues, other insights. 
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Allocations Debated 


T THE Fall meeting of the Coun- 
cil of the Friends, discussion 
centered on the utilization of 

allocated funds. Purchases will be made 
from each of the four categories pre- 
viously established, but the council 
members also discussed the possibility 
of focusing on existing holdings such as 
the Meredith and Auden collections. 
Attention was given to the suggestion 
that the Friends concentrate on pur- 
chasing books by and about the Blooms- 
bury group as these would be of interest 
to many departments within the Col- 
lege. It was agreed at that time that 
subscriptions to new periodicals, as re- 
quested by some of the faculty, were not 
within the general categories set up by 
Friends and, therefore, not to be con- 
sidered as purchaseable items by them. 


The Chairman, Elizabeth P. Prothro, 
will appoint a committee to look into 
these various suggestions, to explore 
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new areas and to report their findings 
at the next meeting. 

It was determined that the following 
books should be purchased with the 
$2500 which was allocated: 

American Mathematical Society. 

Mathematics of Computation. 


Vols. 1-20. $300.00 
Americans in Fiction. A set of 

70 19th-Century novels. $475.00 
Birch, Thomas. History of the 

Royal Society of London. 

4 Vols. $84.00 


British Museum General Catalogue 
of Printed Books to 1955. $750.00 

Gutkind, E. A. International 
History of City Development. 
Vols. 1-2. 

Stokes, I. N. Phelps. The 
Iconography of Manhattan Island, 
1498-1909. 6 Vols. $795.00 


Gifts 


The following books have been do- 
nated to the Library: 

Bryant, William C. and Gay, Sydney 
H. A Popular History of the United 
States, from the First Discovery of 
the Western Hemisphere by the 
Northmen, to the End of the First 
Century of the Union of the States. 
4 Vols. 1876-1881. Donated by Miss 
Barbara Lee Jarvis. 

Cicero. M. Tullii Ciceronis Opera 
Omnia: cum GRVTERT et Selectis 
variorum notis & indicibus locupletis- 
simis, Accurante C. Schrevelio. Am- 
sterdami, apul Ludovicum et Dan- 
ielem Elziviros. Ludg, Batavorum, 
apud Franciscum Hackium. 1661. 
Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Walker 
Cowen. 

The following people have contribut- 
ed funds to the Library: 
Mary Vinton Fleming in memory of 

Dr. Raymond Short. 


$39.90 


Ernest Kirrmann, in memory of 


Dorothy Jones Kirrmann. 

Anne G. Pannell, in memory of 
Ethel Ramage. 

Dr. Carol Rice, in memory of her 
mother, Edith Bell Rice. 

The Virginia Federation of Inde- 
pendent Colleges has informed us that 
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we are the recipient of monies from 
the Cornelius Walworth Middleton 
Memorial Fund which was instituted 
by his widow and friends at the time of 
Mr. Middleton’s death. The purpose of 
this fund is to help colleges strengthen 
library resources, preferably by pur- 
chasing “acutely needed reference ma- 
terials.” 


New Phase For S.B.C. 


Elizabeth P. Prothro, Chairman of 
the Friends Council, has stated that 
Sweet Briar is entering a new phase. 
The era of physical building has ended 
and the College is embarking on “a per- 
iod of concentration on intellectual de- 
velopment and a striving toward even 
greater academic excellence.” It is her 
belief that the Friends can best give the 
type of help that the College needs now. 


Tyler Gemmell, Librarian, told the 
Council of aid in the past. She stressed 
important gifts to the library, the most 
notable being that of Mr. Fergus Reid 
who gave the building in memory of his 
mother. In 1929 a gift of $28,000 from 
the Carnegie Corporation allowed the 
purchase of sets of reference works and 
pericdicals which formed the backbone 
of the history and literature collections. 
In 1937 the Alumnae Association gave 
its entire annual gift to the Library. 
Gifts of $10,000 apiece from the Kel- 
logg and the Ford Foundations have 
been used to develop holdings in the 
fields of education and Asian Studies. 
Several endowment funds have also 
been established and the income from 
these have been invaluable. 


The last large gift was from the 
Friends. The basic requirements of the 
Library have been met, so this is the 
time to purchase the really special 
books. As Mrs. Prothro pointed out, 
this is the way in which the Friends 
can help right now. 


Annual Meeting Set 


The Annual meeting of the Friends 
of the Library will be held on April 
28, 1968. At that time, Mr. Waller 
Barrett, a well-known collector of 
American literature, will speak on Ro- 
bert Frost. A movie on Frost wil! fol- 
low the lecture. 
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